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COUNCIL OF DOUKHOBORS IN CANADA 
Minutes for April 19, 2011      4:00 PM     
Meeting Location: Doukhobor Discovery Centre
Present: ,J.J.Verigin, Harry Rezansoff, Fred Makortoff, Netta Zeberoff, Sara Kinakin, Walter Perepelkin, Mich Ozeroff (Langham via Skype)   Peter Ogloff
Guests: 
Regrets. Jack and Jan Tarasoff 
Chair: Fred Makortoff 
1.  LORDS PRAYER.
2.  Minutes from March 22, 2011. 
3.  AGENDA ADDITIONS: (added to New Business)
4.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

.1 CDC Interprovincial meeting date and location
Because the Saskatchewan people will not be coming to the Festival in Brilliant this year, this leaves a CDC Interprovincial meeting still slated for Saskatoon this year. 
It was decided that the CDC Saskatchewan meeting will be held in Saskatoon on Sunday, July 03, 2011. The agenda will be worked out with Mich. 
.2 The Department for Peace initiative is alive and well and there has been a petition going around through various bloggers seeking support for this idea. Please access the petition by Googling

 http://www.departmentofpeace.ca/  as noted above. Discussions about support for the Department of Peace Initiative.  It was agreed that the BC CDC will make sure there are petitions to sign at all our public gatherings. The petitions –one for the Department of Peace and one petition against the purchase of the F-35 warplanes, have been presented and noted at all gatherings THIS HAS DIED ON THE TABLE – AGAIN. Because of the election this time. 
All the signatures that have been collected will be sent to the appropriate people so the support for this is not lost. 

.3 There is a Psalm Study Initiative by the USCC in conjunction with the Council of Doukhobors in Canada.  See  Psalms Study Project Report 
5. COMMUNICATIONS: 
.1 Selkirk College through, Vi Kolesnikoff from the international development, is considering bringing approximately 15 students from the Republic of Georgia for an international experience. The students could be billeted anyplace in Canada. If this is a go then the date, time and duration will be announced,  
6. REPORTS

.1 TREASURE'S REPORT:  some have sent in their dues and this will show up in our next balance. 
Friendly reminder to all that they can send in their dues in for 2011. 

Funds in CDC account as of March 31, 2011 are $ 2928.72


Action: Jack and Jan Tarasoff welcome anyone sending their dues. 



Please send all correspondence to: 



Council of Doukhobors in Canada


Jack and Jan Tarasoff



1335 21 Avenue



Calgary, Alberta T2M 1L5 
Reminder of the annual dues for 2010 &2011.  


It was decided that our Treasurer send out reminder letters to all the groups regarding dues
.2 Alberta report: 
Not available this month… It was noted that Elaine Fominoff had passed away March 23. Our condolences and prayers go out to Joe and the family. 

.3 Saskatchewan report 
The DCSS met last Sunday (April 17) and are announcing that the organization is 25 years old!  There are plans for the Veregin Heritage Day celebrations,  Petrov Dehn on June 26th.  Also invited are friends from the other faiths and traditions such as the Catholics, Protestants, Quakers, Mennonites and peace coalitions. The Veregin Doukhobor Museum is set to open  June 05, 2011.
Sounds like a great time in Saskatchewan this year!  Mich notes that their Choir is still singing and very busy 

.4 Psalms Study Project Report 

We have many psalms and hymns. Some of these are difficult to understand as to what they may mean. Others say something that seems contrary to our Doukhobor life concept. In short our psalms have simply been assembled by Bonch Bruevitch at the beginning of the last century and very little if any review has happened.

Over time we have become used to reading many of these psalms –often from memory and not actually seeking the meaning of the psalm.

Essentially- the Psalms Study Project is an initiative by the USCC in conjunction with the Council of Doukhobors in Canada to have a review of our psalms. 

Where did a particular psalm come from? 

When did this happen? 

Who introduced it or made the psalm and when did it become ‘in use’ so to speak.

And most importantly what is its meaning? – What does it mean?– What do the words mean?

Does this make sense or is it expressing a metaphor, an analogy. What does the metaphor mean? 

Are there layers of meaning that could be looked at? 

This has started off with the psalmist groups from Grand Forks, Kootenays, Krestova, Slocan Valley. 

They have created a list of psalms they will be working on.  

These groups have selected two people from each group to help the group focus on doing this. 

The representatives have come together and met to discuss this and have agreed to come out on Sunday morning during the Festival and work one of the psalms through. 

They have selected the psalm, Velikoe Delo Tvartsa Boga Znat…because this is the psalm the children at Sunday school are learning as well so they can feel part of this. 

The idea is to have the elders from each group explain how they see the meanings in the psalm. This would be followed by questions from the public with microphones on the floor to either ask questions or add to the discussion.  This could be an open forum discussion about our psalms and their meaning. Youth are especially welcome to such a discussion. and begin a similar process in their own location.
In short to start the conversations about the psalm. (this is not just for the festival but ongoing on a monthly or quarterly basis as will be decided)  This will be ‘live streamed’ on the internet so folks in other areas –like other parts of BC, Alberta and Saskatchewan can see what is being discussed. You will be able to view this by accessing  



 www.usccdoukhobors.org/ and clicking Special Events 

.Should be a fascinating exercise. 

As a continuing discussion on the Psalmist Project, all communities in all provinces are encouraged to participate in this historic review of our psalms and their meaning. Doukhobors in Saskatchewan, Alberta, Vancouver, Kelowna, Victoria and many other places –including places in Russia or Georgia are welcome to participate in this undertaking.  Many people have spoken about the need for this so let us help each other to make this happen.  

This is very important –especially for our younger generations. 

Should you have any questions or wish clarification please do not hesitate to contact me or your representative or members of the Council of Doukhobors in Canada.  
Future meetings will be noted in Doukhobor publications. 
This type of psalm review is encouraged in each Doukhobor Molenya group, and these would include the Molenya groups in Calgary, Saskatoon, Vancouver, Kelowna, etc., as well as the Kootenays, Grand Forks, Krestova and the Slocan Valley groups, and should continue on a monthly or quarterly basis. 

This will help us compile the psalms and their meanings in a publishable format so our younger people can have access to this material and derive meaning from our Molenyas. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call.

7. New Business: 

1.  Do we need a review of the goals and direction the Council of Doukhobors in Canada?   
There is consensus about having such a review. The time will need to be set for this –perhaps a Fall session in Lundbreck. This would be a valuable time for the Council to review and re-focus and re-state. 
8. Announcements - News – Updates and Info items of interest.
.1 The theme for the Festival this year us 
Strengthening Doukhobor Connections 

-
 Celebrating Culture



 Forging Unity/ deepening spiritual understanding

-
 Sharing Hope 
.2 It was reported that the Peace Rally went well. 
.3 Season opening of the Doukhobor Discovery Centre set for April 24th Starting at 1 PM.  
.4

10. Notes - Comments – Observations:  Around the Table
11. NEXT MEETING:  the CDC-BC.  At the Doukhobor Discovery Centre- on the third 

Tuesday of  May 17, 2011 at 4:00 PM  
Adjournment:  6:00  PM
Note:  If you know of anyone interested in receiving the minutes and agendas for the Council of Doukhobors in Canada meetings, please contact: Fred Makortoff  femakort@shaw.ca  Ph: 250-359-7351, fax 250-359-7336
Contact/Access points of interest: (Please let me know if you find a site that may be of interest to our readers.)
1. Doukhobor Discovery Centre website http://www.doukhobor-museum.org/  
2.  Union of Spiritual Communities of Christ website www.iskra.ca  and www.usccdoukhobors.org 
The above two sites contain a wealth of information and other sites to contact…

3. A site presently from Tbilisi, Georgia with the stated intention of creating ties between Doukhobors wherever they may be please -check it out at: 
http://dukhobors.narod.ru/index.htm
4. Koozma Tarasoff’s site has great information and links At www.spirit-wrestlers.com 
5. Larry's Desk @ www.Doukhobor-Museum.org- Larry is always adding interesting material there .










